Here are some class notes 

Karl Marx - The Communist Manifesto Part 1 9/1

"The history of all hitherto society is the history of class struggle"

Historical materialism/ the materialist conception of history suggests that economics/money/land/materialism has been the element of social change

Marx argues the idea that history happens the same way all the time (class struggle)

A theory of history through social change and materialism such as capitalism; the actual division between classes is always money as has always defined history

How people relate to means of production indicates their class 

Class struggle between  bourgeoise and proletariat

Economic conflict is the mechanism for social change

The inevitable proletariat revolution is through a culmination of history

 

Bourgeoise: the owner of the means of production

They need to exploit more and more workers

As they expand, they will seek out capitalism; Globalization leads to a need to find new resources and people to exploit

"The bourgeoisie cannot exist without constantly revolutionizing the instruments of production, and thereby the relations of production, and with them the whole relations of society"

Forges the weapon of their own destruction; inevitable downfall/revolution

 

Proletariat: sell their labor

Marx compares them to soldiers and slaves

"The proletariat goes through various stages of development. With its birth begins its struggle with the bourgeoisie. At first the contest is carried on by individual laborer, then by the workpeople of a factory, then by the operative of one trade, in one locality, against the individual bourgeois who directly exploits them."

A creation of a collective

Function under a false consciousness of social mobility

False consciousness is the idea that the proletariat is misled about their true status or social class because of their materialism. The proletariat does not understand that they operate under a system that oppresses them

They will come to understand that they are being exploited

 

"The bourgeoisie itself, therefore, supplies the proletariat with its own elements of political and general education, in other words, it furnishes the proletariat with weapons for fighting the bourgeoisie."

A class for Marx is a class with solidarity, consciousness, and desire to engage in violent revolution

A small part of the bourgeoise gains consciousness from the proletariat

 

Culture is a mechanism to follow capitalism. Culture is a distraction and that the only distinctive feature of society is class

 

Karl Marx - The Communist Manifesto Part 2 9/3

Communism - it is in the working class' material interests to abolish private property

Establish common ownership

Surplus value is owned and controlled by the workers

Creating common property will no longer serve to exploit the workers; property will lose its social character

Bourgeois property: uses proletarian class and exploits them

A comment to people saying getting rid of bourgeois property is getting rid of individualism and freedom.

Take away exploitative mechanisms from the few and give it back to community

 

Wage-labor: creates capital and exploits wage labor

Making minimum wage to sustain to worker and stops the proletariat from having enough to move up

 

Everyone's relation to the means of production will be equal everyone's material interest will be the same = a class less society, establishment of worker's state and overthrow of capitalism

Communism hopes to raise the standard of living

Toward administrative costs, social programs, research and development to advance forces of production

Higher phase of communism - everyone does the work they can and take what their can; need - ability

Not possible without initial period of development; lower phase of development

 

The modern family is interested in capital and gain

Children are exploited into being money machines

Communism does not want to abolish educating children but wants to free children from the control of the ruling class

"clap trap" - renders family and education as a way to turn children into money machines

 

There is no distinction between culture and bourgeois capitalism

Bourgeois capitalism creates a culture that persists it and rationalizes capitalism

The things that society produces are also reinforced by the ideas produced around them

"What else does the history of ideas prove, than that intellectual production changes its character in proportion as material production is changed? The ruling ideas of each age have ever been the ideas of its ruling class."

Bourgeois ideology: ruling ideas

 

Weber - Spirit of Capitalism from The Protestant Ethic and The Spirit of Capitalism pages 14 -37

Base = economic system in which everything in this social order relies upon

Superstructure = culture, ideas, religions, all institutions of an outgrowth of the base

Base yields the superstructure and capitalism neglects the superstructure

 

False consciousness: people are unaware of the conditions of their oppression

Marx believes that people operate under a false consciousness; people don't have agency

The point at which the human actor gains agency is the point at which the person become revolutionary

Weber argues that people have agency and design a system that resembles their world view

 

"Verstehen" -- empathy or understanding

 

Weber doesn't believe in historical materialism; Weber analyzes capitalism through history and religion

Protestants were the original creators of capitalism… or created the spirit of capitalism

Puritans believed that your duty was to a calling or a job

Ascetic living was praises and spending your money was a sin

Generational wealth leads to capitalism because when you have money, you can buy factories

 

Weber - Class Status and Party

Culture is the mechanism that provides the possibility of community

Marx - culture is used to alleviate the oppression of society

WEBER ARGUES AGAINST MARX; weber argues that class is not only equal to economic standing. Class is also affected by power and social status

Your class is affected by your life chances

 

A critique on historical materialism; social honor manifests and affects your life other than money

Weber questions the inevitability of the proletariat revolution

Distinctions between class action and communal action because class action does not produce the feeling of solidarity

Cultural differences that come from the lived experience of class

How you make your money is a reflection of social status

 

Not only does one social honor combines by money yield status but also economic standing affects  your culture

All of our differences keep us from revolutionary action

 

Weber believes that the idea of class needs to be expanded to understand cultural differences. Culture is a mechanism for people to express their worldly views and values. Values embedded in religion solidifies ideas about money

 

 

WEB DuBois The Souls of Black Folk

Writes about a system that he is not involved in

Du Bois "reduces the boil to a simmer"; describes his experience with racism

"How does it feel to be a problem?"

Never accepted the problem of the ideology of inferiority

Double Consciousness

The way in which systemic oppression operates on a day to day basis

Looking at oneself through the eyes of others, "the gift of second sight"

The gift of second sight is the understanding of the system of white supremacy

A mechanism for survival. If du bois fails to view the world as an oppressive society, the world can be dangerous.

A mechanism for producing knowledge. If you are operating on a single consciousness, you are operating with privilege about things that don't affect your

All folks that operate outside of a system have developed an understanding that the people who the system operates for do not understand

The goal is to understand and gain a feeling of self-worth when the history and authority figures are telling you that you are inferior.

 

DuBois thinks that white supremacy is a myth; seeks to expose the myth

DuBois gets educated and breaks the stereotypes that white people have placed on black people

 

DuBois is inviting his white readings to take on a double consciousness; if you are a person of privilege in a system, your ability to understand how the system operates is limited

 

If you are a member of an oppressed group, being your true self requires a double consciousness

Become the mechanism of your true self

Without the use of double consciousness, you will experience self hate

 

Compulsory ignorance - oppressed people are kept ignorant in order to stay ignorant

 

White supremacy rationalizes itself through its own cultural achievements

Suggests that people like DuBois cannot not achieve their own cultural achievements but he write this book as a defense

 

If you want to be the America that you want to be, then you have to get over white supremacy and racial terror

African Americans are the most American because their culture has created a desperation for freedom

 

The Souls of White Folk

https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/4770-the-souls-of-white-folk

White people rationalize the system of racism; " crouching as they clutch at rags of facts and fancies to hide their nakedness, they go twisting, flying by my tired eyes and I see them ever stripped, – ugly, human."

The idea of race was created to justify slavery and oppression

 

DuBois is speaking about America's place in the world; reaches out to a larger audience by drawing and connecting colonial quests

Notion of cultural superiority; the white man's burden to civilize

 

Points out the absurdity and hypocrisy of America

The stated goals of equality, freedom, and pursuit of happiness is an ideology of white supremacy and black inferiority. A false ideology

Trying to shame White America

 

DuBois is a moral philosopher that believes in the hypocrisy

A critique of whiteness as an ideology of supremacy; a critique of an ideology that serves only people of privilege

 

C.Wright Mills The Power Elite

How the power elite affect other people

Mills writes about the "Big 3" - economic (corporations) political and military institutions

He argues that they are all too big and too interdependent

How the power elite forms in a democratic society

The necessity of understand power from all perspectives; not just economic

 

Power elite = men who's positions enable them to transcend the ordinary environments of ordinary men and women

Positioned to make decisions with big consequences

The biggest historical moment to emphasis of military power was Hiroshima Nagasaki

Durkheim argued that value was based on the function to create consensus

Every institution has a specific function to build social cohesion

Marx argued that the bourgeoisie represented economic power

Every other institution is a part of the superstructure that upholds the bourgeoisie

Weber argues that people in charge of a large corporation have the most power

 

A person with a lot of economic power does not hold all the power

Prestige is a mechanism of power

The kind of person in your elite group does not matter. It is the fact that the very elite are all on the same level and have the same level of power. Therefore, the Big 3 have overlapping power

Ideology of the elite; people with advantages believe that they just happen to have advantages. We are this because of their own moral superiority which is an American argument about American society. Another example of white privilege

Those ideas of a finer moral character believe that they are of better capability

Mills argues that the power elite uses this to justify their ideology of the power elite 

They believe that hard work is a mechanism of success

"such ideas arise in society…"

 

A group can sustain itself without wealth by passing on ideals of what the elite believe

Education passes on the idea of a finer morality

Reproduce the notions of the elite self and finer moral character

Not all schools just certain schools

 

Mills' argument is a counter to Marx's argument: this power elite is not true for all of history

The power elite was created by predestination, moral superiority, privilege and used as mechanisms to justify their own privilege. They use their own mechanisms to deny their own privilege. This makes it such that the power elite can act in ways that they believe are for the greater good because they believe they know what the greater good is.

 

The Metropolitan 400

The people who are similar types not because of genealogy but share the same culture

Money itself does not allow you into the power elite

What will old money have to do when new money becomes too large? They will have to learn to accept each other however, "they are not of equal sums" 52

Old families are always losing a bit of money because their old investments are being renovated

Upper class exists and continue to exists; the membership changes but the type remains the same

 

"The one deep experiences that distinguishes the social rich from the merely rich and those below is schooling" 63

The noveau riche kids without culture and no proper family background are trained to new members of the upper level stratum

Old money people believe themselves to have something that the new money people don't

The school rather than the upper class family is the most important agency for transmitting the traditions of the upper social classes and regulating admission of new wealth and talent

 

There is a power elite that seem to be similar type with the same lifestyle and create a form of old money and create a monopoly of decision making over the rest of us

Because of such an American democratic society, we are likely to resist the idea of existence of  a royalty like class that counters all the fluctuations in the economy

The reproduction of upper class culture serves as a mechanism to become the prestige of the people with old money

The idea of flashing money and money throwing suggests that that person is not working an ascetic life but is not rooted in the puritan tradition and is therefore, sinful

Through institutions and transmission of culture
